The chromatin fiber: structure and conformational transitions as revealed by optical anisotropy studies.
Structure and conformational transitions of the chromatin fiber as revealed by optical anisotropy studies are reviewed. The data in the literature do not allow a definite interpretation; in fact some of them are contradictory. The major findings are reported here and an attempt is made to analyse them with respect to the internal dynamics and the various models suggested for the organization of the chromatin fiber.